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he enclosed a filthy lane that ran alongside the north
wall and began to build a home for the warden,
seventy scholars, ten stipendiary priests or chaplains,
three stipendiary clerks and sixteen chorister boys of
whom his college was to be composed. Eglesfield had
proposed to establish seventy-two young scholars on
his foundation. Wykeham borrowed and improved
upon the idea. He provided a separate college for
them at Winchester, and in so doing he took a step
which has proved to be of quite incalculable con-
sequence in the history of the moral and intellectual
development of this country. For he founded the
first English public school.

From the scholars of Winchester, when they had
reached at least the age of fifteen years, and from them
only, the seventy scholars of "S. Marie College"
were to be chosen by examination. A preference was
given to the founder's kin and the natives of certain
dioceses. These young scholars, if they were not
disqualified by an income of over five marks or by
bodily "deformity, entered at once upon the course in
Arts, and, after two years of probation and if approved
by examination, might be admitted true and perpetual
fellows. Small wonder if golden scholars became
sometimes silver bachelors and leaden masters!

A fellow's allowance was a shilling a week for
commons and an annual " livery." But it was pro-
vided that each young scholar should study for his
first three years under the supervision of one of the
fellows, who was to receive for each pupil five shillings.
This was a new step in the development of the college
system. Though designed merely to supplement the
lectures of the regents in the schools, the new provision
of tutors was destined to supplant them. Another
step of far-reaching consequence taken by Wykeham
was the acquisition of benefices in the country, college
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